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Structural Violence and the case of Rwanda
Structural violence is a form of violence whereby the existing social structure prevents a group of people in society from having access to the basics needs. The people are limited from enjoying the social structures like medical, political, economic and legal systems. This led to a negative impact on particular communities of Rwanda which made them miserable and this sparked violence among the people in the society. In the case of Rwanda Genocide rose as a result of the structural violence whereby the Hutu and Tutsi communities waged into war to eliminate the other. The Hutu viewed the Tutsi as those who were favoured and enjoyed most of the available resources in the country
The leading cause of the genocide in Rwanda was impacted by the elite who wanted to remain in power. This was after a series of events which threatened the power and privileges of the elites in the 1980s. Habyarimana and his elite group organised a militant group and financed them and came up with a strategy to plan murders (Geertz, 2008). The Tutsi who were the elite group wanted to take full control of Rwanda. Habyarimana and his wife used racism as a way to bring about division with the other group of the Hutu to enable him to remain in power. He incited the Hutu to fight against the Tutsi by killing them completely .He created a notion that the Tutsi were not the citizens of Rwanda because of their European like skin complexion and he made the people see them as aliens.
In 1994 the Tutsi were excluded morally as being part of the Rwandan community by the Hutu, and they morally and socially allowed their killing. This is because the Hutu were oppressed and discriminated against by the Tutsi during the colonial period. It was a time that the Hutu stood up and felt that it was enough hence the need to bring their oppression to an end. 
Economically and dominating political groups sprouted violence against minority groups. During the colonial error in Rwanda, it was evident that the Tutsi were favored since they were not discriminated against along ethnic line and they were economically stable. The economic recession in 1985 hit Rwanda, and this brought competition over the scarce resources and frustration overcame most people, and this propagated the hostility among the communities. 
The colonisation of Rwanda played a significant role in the occurrence of the genocide. The Belgians adopted a policy of issuing out identification cards which were used to reveal the sub nationality of the Rwandans and this brought about divisions as they got a sense of identity as either Hutu, Tutsi or Twa. This led to the division of the country into territories.
Environmental factors also played a crucial role in the genocide that took place. The population of Rwanda grew very first over the small land area, and it became densely populated which brought about pressure on both the land and the people the overpopulation and poverty was the leading cause of the racial war. The population was very high, and the available land for farming was minimal leaving many people landless without homes, and unemployed(Geertz, 2008).political leaders took advantage of this situation and used it to encourage the Hutu to kill the Tutsis to possess their land. It is evident that scarcity of area and the high population was a significant cause of the genocide that took place in Rwanda.
Economic factors also propagated the killings of the people in Rwanda. It was associated with the fall of the coffee prices leading to the devaluation of the Rwandese currency in 1989 followed by the high inflation rate in 1990 affected the economic status of Rwanda. Another factor was the drought that occurred in 1990 which resulted in famine left many people in hunger, and the government spent most of its resources to feed the people. The problem of land shortage made more than half of the Tutsis population evacuated from their land by the Hutu who later converted it for farming and settlement. This clearly showed that for the Hutu to solve the problems they experienced, they had to get rid of the Tutsi. 
The drop in the coffee price by 60% was due to the high population growth which brought pressure on land; therefore the area available for farming had decreased. This made the political elites to manipulate the people for them to protect their interest quickly (Uvin, 1998). They incited the Hutu to murder the Tutsi and told them that they would, in turn, receive a reward of the land which the Tutsi occupied. This economic change influenced the rate of the genocide. 
The media played a vital role in the Rwandan genocide. It created an environment which promoted the killing of the Tutsis in a way that it promoted hatred towards the Tutsis. The media advocated that for Rwanda to have a country free of ethnic issues, they had to eliminate the Tutsi by killing them. The Tutsi were seen as the cause of the high population that led to the scarcity of land and food shortage. The Hutu were oppressed during the colonial period while the Tutsi were favoured. These made the Hutu develop hatred towards the Tutsi, and so they had to massacre them all to revenge. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Religion played a role in the widening division of Rwanda’s ethnic groups. Majority of the population in the country were Catholics. The problem of high population growth had become of top concern. Despite this issue, the Catholic Church was against family planning and birth control measures (Uvin, 1998). It is evident that this population pressure was the cause of the genocide to eliminate the Tutsi for the Hutu to acquire more land for farming and settlement.
The Rwandan genocide left over 800,000 people killed. The causes of the genocide were attributed to the ruling leaders who incited the people to fight against each other for them to secure their interests. Land shortage and a high population pressure also led to the killing between the Hutu and Tutsi. Competition for settlement land and farming was high. The Hutu were discriminated against by the colonialists, and they were denied the basic needs like medication while the Tutsi were favoured and this triggered the genocide. Also, racism against the Tutsi who had European Physical traits as aliens and not citizens of Rwanda escalated the genocide. They were to vacate and leave the land for the locals.
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